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Application Serial No. 10/654,042 

Response to Office Action dated November 29, 2006 

Attorney Docket No. 5058-44 (186078) 

REMARKS 
General: 

Claims 1 and 3-26 are pending in the application. Claims 1 and 3-22 stand rejected in the 
present office action. Claims 23-26 stand allowed. Claims 1 and 17 are amended as discussed 
below. Claim 14 is canceled. No new matter has been added by these amendments. 

Amendment after final rejection: 

Claims 1 and 17 have been amended to recite lids. Since the examiner has repeatedly 
requested this specific amendment and acknowledged that the claims would be allowable if so 
amended, the amendment is deemed to be proper under 37 C.F.R. § 1 16(b)(1) or (2). 

35 U.S.C. § 112 rejections: 

Claims 1 and 3-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, first and second paragraphs, on the 
ground that the claims do not recite lids or end caps on the axial ends of the inner and outer 
cages, a feature that the examiner asserts is "critical and essential." The only factual support 
offered by the examiner is an alleged admission by the applicants in paragraphs [0020] and 
[0021] of the description. As pointed out in applicants 1 previous response, paragraphs [0020] 
and [0021] form part of a non-limiting exemplary embodiment. See paragraphs [0013], [0014], 
[0036] and [0038] and 37 U.S.C. § 1.71(b), second sentence, first phrase. The Office Action 
does not address this factual support in the specification and, thus, is deemed to stand unrebutted. 

However, in the interests of speedy allowance of the present application, and not for any 
reason related to patentability, claims 1 and 17 have been amended as requested by the examiner 
to recite "lids." Support for the language of the amendment is found in the preferred 
embodiment in sealing disks 18 and 26 and end caps 22 and 28 shown in FIGS. 1, 1A, 2, 3, and 4 
of the drawings, and in the accompanying description at paragraphs 20-22, 27-28, and 37. The 
amendment is made without prejudice to the applicants' right to file a continuation application in 
respect of the matter excluded, and without any disclaimer or dedication to the public of any part 
of the matter that applicants properly regard as their invention. 
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Allowable subject matter: 

The examiner's allowance of claims 23-26 is acknowledged with appreciation. 



Conclusion: 

In view of the foregoing, reconsideration and withdrawal of the Examiner's rejections 
and prompt allowance of all of claims 1 3 3-13, and 15-26 as presented in this response are 
earnestly solicited. 

If the Examiner believes that direct communication with Applicants' representative will 
help advance this application, the Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned. 



Respectfully submitted, 
LESLIEJRv^VHITE ETAL. 




tobert E. Cannuscio 
Registration No. 36,469 
DRINKER BIDDLE & RE ATI I LLP 
One Logan Square 



18 w & Cherry Streets 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-6996 
Tel: (215)988-3303 
Fax: (215)988-2757 



Attorney for Applicants 
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